
MONDAY | MARCH 31, 2008  | C1

Men’s Volleyball Spikes Up  Season
Patriots Rise Above the Net Against Loyola

After a slow start last Friday night, the
No. 11 George Mason University’s men’s
volleyball team rebounded to defeat the
Loyola (Ill.) Ramblers 3-2 (21-30, 30-27, 30-
24, 27-30, 15-10) in Fairfax for their sixth
win in a row.

Mason head coach Fred Chao was
relieved with the outcome of the game.

“It’s always a tough match,” Chao said.
“Over the years, they’ve been real good and
they’ve hurt us real bad. It’s good now that
we can compete.”

Junior outside hitter, Kyle Gramit, led
the Patriots (15-6) in kills with 21. Gramit
also had 18 digs, giving him a double-
double. Junior outside hitter Hudson Bates
also had a big night with 20 kills and six
digs. As a team, the Patriots had 71 kills
and 50 digs.

The Ramblers (13-11) out-gained Mason
in kills, getting 74. Middle blocker, Nick
Lamoureux, led the Ramblers with 23.
Michael Morice, Ian Anderson and Kris
Berzins also had double-digit kills for the
Ramblers.

Defensively, the Patriots out-blocked
the Ramblers 15.5-4.5.

“We played our game which is block,

defend and get some transition plays,” Chao
said.

The match started slowly for the
Patriots, who lost the first game 30-21 and
were down by 12 at one point during the
match.

After that, the Patriots were able to
turn it around.

“It wasn’t so much adjustments, tactical
or strategic, they needed to start playing
and when they did, the game turned
around,” Chao said. 

The second and third games remained
competitive throughout, with Mason
winning both, 30-27 and 30-24.

Mason had a chance to put the
Ramblers away in the fourth game, but was
unsuccessful and lost 30-27, forcing game
five.

Mason started the fifth game strong,
jumping out to a quick 8-4 lead. From there
they were firmly in control, with Loyola
never getting any closer than within three
points from the Patriots. The Patriots kept
their composure and won the game 15-10.
During the heated match, both sides
received yellow cards from the referees.
Bates received a yellow card for excessive
celebration after a kill in the third game.

This was the second meeting of the year
between the Patriots and the Ramblers. The
Patriots won the first meeting, in Chicago,

3-1. Prior to this season, Mason was 1-5
against the Ramblers.

By BRANDON SIMMONS
Staff Writer

Mason Baseball Falls Behind
Old Dominion Game Not a Home Run Hit

George Mason University
suffered a 12-4 defeat at the
hands of Old Dominion
Univerisity at Spuhler Field last
Friday afternoon.  The
Monarchs (14-11) improved
their record within the CAA to
6-4, while Mason (11-13)
dropped to 6-3 in conference
play.  

Center fielder Jimmy Miles
led ODU in RBIs with four,
while going 4-for-6 at the plate.
ODU left fielder Max Most drove
in three runs and designated
hitter David Burns tallied two
for the Monarchs, who produced
17 hits on the day.

“We have all the talent in
the world. we just need to be a
little more consistent,” said
Justin Bour, Mason’s first
baseman.        

For the Patriots, their

offense was generated through
Bour, who drove in all four of
Mason’s runs. 

“Justin is a tremendous
offensive player,” said Bill
Brown, Mason coach “He does
exactly what you need him to do.
He drives runs in, puts great
swings on the ball, competes
really well for his at-bats and
rarely gives up an at-bat.”  

After both teams went
scoreless for two innings, ODU
came up big in the third, scoring
four runs on Patriots’ starter,
Dan Jaycox, who gave up three
unearned runs. The scoring
started for ODU when shortstop
Gerard Hall led off the inning by
advancing to second base,
beating out an errant throw to
first by Patriot shortstop Brent
Weiss. 

Two batters later, Miles hit
a grounder to third baseman
Mark Hill, who was called for
obstruction while making his
way back to third, giving the

Monarchs a 1-0 lead. ODU
would score again when the next
batter, Most, hit an RBI single.
Three batters later, Burns
knocked in a two-RBI singles to
give the Monarchs a 4-0 lead.  

In the fourth inning, Mason
got on the board when Bour
brought in catcher Chris
Henderson, who advanced to
third by stealing second and
balk by Monarchs pitcher Dan
Hudson, on a grounder that cut
the score to 4-1.

In the same inning, Mason
would pull within two hits, off of
a two-run home run by Bour;
however, ODU increased their
lead to 6-3 in the seventh when
Burns knocked in an RBI single
after Most and first baseman
Bryan Cipolla hit consecutive
singles. As a result of the
Monarchs’ offense, Jaycox, who
pitched 6.2 innings with six
strikeouts, was replaced with
reliever Shawn Griffin.

Despite the rough outing

and his 0-3 start to the season,
Jaycox remains optimistic.

“I just have to keep doing
what I’m doing,” Jaycox said.
“I’m giving good starts. I’m
coming out and keeping
everybody in the game.  I’m
happy with my approach, but
I’ve got to be a little tougher out
there in certain situations.”  

ODU put the game away for
good in the eighth inning by
scoring five runs, as Miles
delivered a three-RBI triple that
just missed going over the fence. 

Hudson (3-2) pitched a
complete game, striking out six
and giving up eight hits. 

“He is probably the premier
pitcher in the league,” Brown
said. 

Despite the loss, Mason is
still in third place in the CAA,
behind Virginia Commonwealth
University (10-0) and James
Madison University (10-3). 

By WILL SCULLION
Staff Writer

Baseball This Week
What you missed...

The Patriots set a season-high of 19 hits against
Northeastern in a 29-6 win Sun., Mar. 23. Sophomore
Dan Gerjets had a great showing and struck out a
career high eight and only walked one batter.

The Patriots lost to the Maryland Terrapins 6-4 at
Spuhler Field on Tues., Mar. 25. Chris Henderson was
two-for-four with two RBI, junior Spencer Wiggins was
four-for with an RBI and steal, and Bour was three-for-
four. The following day, the Patriots played the Liberty
Flames and dominated them in a 13-0 win. 

The Patriots had a close race with Brown, but
junior Scott Krieger helped pull out a win at the bottom
of the ninth inning with his tenth home run of the
season to beat Brown 6-5 on Thurs. Mar. 27.  

This Friday, the Patriots fell to the ODU Monarchs
in the opener of a three-game CAA series, losing 12-4 at
Spuhler Field.

Men’s Golf

The Patriots finished 13 in the Lonnie D. Small Spring Classic,
the first spring tournament of their season, led by freshman
Silas Vansky’s four-over par in Buies Creek, N.C. Senior J.J.
Amoruso shot a team-best 7-over par in the First Market Bank
Intercollegiate, as Mason finished 17 in the Williamsburg, Va.-
based event.  The Patriots competed in the Palmas Del Mar
Collegiate in Huarenco, Puerto Rico from March 9-10.

Softball

Mason struggled during the break, going 3-10.  The only bright
lining during this tough streak was that all their losses came
against non-conference teams (Boston University, USF, Ball
State, Georgia Southern, Long Island, Sam Houston State).
The Patriots’ three victories came against Iona (5-4, 7-1) and
Indiana.  Sophomore infielder Ashli Breau received CAA
Softball Player of the Week honors on March 12 for going 7-
for-13 with six RBIs and two home runs during the Patriots’
four-game stretch against Mount St. Mary’s and Iona.

Men’s and Women’s Tennis

During the break, the men’s team went 1-2, beating Barton
and losing to Mount Olive and UNC-Wilmington during their
tour of North Carolina. The women’s team faired a bit better,
beating Barton and Mount Olive to finish 2-1 but suffered a 7-0
loss to UNC-W.

Wrestling

The Patriots finished fourth with 51.0 points behind Rider
(73.0), Old Dominion (87.0) and Hofstra (104.5) in the CAA
Championships in Hempstead, N.Y. Senior Randy Oates and
freshman Cayle Byers qualified for the NCAA Championships
for the first time in their careers. Oates finished 0-2 in the
NCAA Championships as Byers wrapped up his season with a
1-2 outing.

Men’s Volleyball

Mason faired well during spring break, notching their first-ever
win over a top-ranked team in school history as they defeated

Penn State 3-1 at the Field House.  The Patriots recorded
another win the following day, beating East Stroudsburg 3-0
for their second consecutive win over an Eastern
Intercollegiate Volleyball Association team.

Baseball

Spring break was nice to the Patriots as Mason went 5-2 with
two wins over VCU and Georgia State and a victory over
Longwood.  During the previous week, sophomore infielder
Ryan Soares hit three doubles, scored seven runs and
knocked in seven RBIs while batting .750, earning him CAA
Player of the Week honors on March 12.

Men’s Basketball

If anybody in Fairfax didn’t already know, the Patriots ran the
table with three-straight wins over Northeastern, UNC-
Wilmington and William and Mary in the CAA Tournament to
capture the conference title and a birth in the NCAA
Tournament.

Women’s Basketball

The Lady Patriots didn’t fare as well as the men’s team, as
they were ousted 78-46 by Northeastern in the first round of
the CAA Tournament.  Shortly after the conclusion of their sea-
son, coach Debbie Taneyhill resigned.

Men’s and Women’s Track

The men’s and women’s teams traveled to Boston during the
break to take part of the first major outdoor and indoor cham-
pionship meets of the season.  The men’s team finished 13th
in the IC4A Indoor Championships with 20 points as the
women placed fifth in the ECAC Indoor Championships, earn-
ing their second-straight top-10 finish.  For the women’s team,
junior Murielle Ahoure captured the 60-meter dash for the third
time in her career and the 200-meter dash for the second
time.  Five days later, Ahoure competed in the NCAA
Championships in Fayetteville, Ark., finishing with the 17th-
fastest time in the preliminary heats of the 60-yard dash.
Ahoure crossed the finish line at 7.42 seconds in the second
of three heats.

What You Might Have Missed in Sports . . .

APRIL 2008
Tues., April 1
Women’s tennis vs. Howard, 3 p.m.     

Wed., April 2
Men’s tennis vs. Shepherd, 3 p.m. 
Softball vs. Coppin State, 3 p.m. & 5 p.m. 

Fri., April 4
Women’s tennis vs. Robert Morris, 1 p.m. 
Men’s tennis vs. Robert Morris, 1 p.m. 
Women’s lacrosse vs. Old Dominion, 7 p.m. 

Sat., April 5
Softball vs. Georgia State, 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. 
Women’s tennis vs. Drexel, 2 p.m. 
Men’s tennis vs. Drexel, 2 p.m. 

Sun., April 6
Softball vs. Georgia State, 11 a.m. 

Tues., April 8
Men’s tennis vs. Howard, 3 p.m. 

Wed., April 9
Women’s tennis vs. James Madison, 2 p.m. 
Baseball vs. Richmond, 3 p.m. 

Fri., April 11 
Men’s volleyball vs. Princeton, 7 p.m. 

Sat. April 12
Men’s volleyball vs. NJIT, 7 p.m. 

Sun., April 13 
Women’s tennis vs. Longwood, 1 p.m. 
Men’s t ennis vs. Longwood, 1 p.m. 

Wed., April 16 
Softball vs. Georgetown, 5 p.m. 

Fri., April 18 
Baseball vs. James Madison, 3 p.m. 
Women’s lacrosse vs. Drexel, 7 p.m. 

Sat., April 19 
Baseball vs. James Madison, 2 p.m. 

Sun., April 20 
Women’s lacrosse vs. Hofstra, 1 p.m. 
Baseball vs. James Madison, 1 p.m. 

Mon., April 21 
Women’s tennis 3 p.m. 

Tues., April 22
Softball vs. North Carolina Central, 
3 p.m. & 5 p.m. 

Wed., April 23 
Baseball vs. Radford, 3 p.m. 

Sat., April 26 
Softball vs. James Madison, 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. 

Sun., April 27 
Softball vs. James Madison, 12 p.m. 

Mon., April 28
Baseball vs. Coppin State, 3 p.m. 

Tues., April 29
Baseball vs. Georgetown, 3 p.m. 

Junior outside hitter Hudson Bates helped the
Patriots win over Loyola to win their sixth straight
match.
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the number in dollars that
Robert Baker, a director of
Mason’s sports management
department, estimates that
Mason received in free media
exposure during the Final Four.650650SPORTS
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The Patriots earned a bid to the NCAA Tournament for their win in the CAA Champonship game held at the Richmond  Coliseum over Spring Break.

The Green Machine was
voted the Best Pep Band in
CAA, by the CAAZone.com
forum. 

Graduate student
Megan Ibbotson waits
for the train to take her
to her hotel in Denver
before the Patriots
game against Notre
Dame.   

Senior Guard and Forward Folarin Campbell shakes hands with a fan during the Patriot’s open practice the day before their game against Notre Dame.
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Senior Forward Will Thomas goes up for a shot during the NCAA Tournament game against Notre Dame.

hamponship game held at the Richmond  Coliseum over Spring Break.

Junior Guard Dre Smith attempts to take control of the ball in the Patriot’s game
against Notre Dame.

The basketball team
goes out for break-
fast during their time
in Richmond, during
the CAA Tournament.
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Help Wanted
PART TIME HELP

LEARN AS YOU EARN:  
Kumon N.Arlington is looking 
for energetic individuals with 
good Math and English skills 

who enjoy working with
elementary/middle school kids. 
Must be available to work on 
Monday and/or Thursday from 
4 –7.30 p.m. Other weekdays 
flexible hours. Excellent hourly 
rate. Call: 703 237 2600 or 

email 
kumon_narlington@cox.net

Need extra income?  Use the 
Internet?  We just might have 

what you’re looking for. 

Call:  Freedom International- 
Free Recorded Message.  

1-866-801-5606 

Sitters Wanted. $10+/hour.
Register free for jobs at
student-sitters.com 

Child Care
Daycare Center

Come enjoy time with children, 
the outdoors and great 

co-workers. Daycare Center on 
five acres, farm setting needs 
enthusiastic people to work with 

children ages 2-12 yrs old.  
Benefits available. $12-14 hr. 

Reston-Oakton area 
703-281-4422. 

We would love to meet you.

Looking for a part-time
caregiver for 2 small children 

ages 2.5 and 6months.  We can 
offer flexible hours and days, 
looking for around 20-25 hours 
a week more or less. We need 
help on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays for the most part. We 
live in Stone Ridge VA. Please 

email if interested!! 
Ann1372@aol.com

Child Care
After School and Summer 

Help Needed!
After-school care 1-2 days per 
week (4:30 – 6:30); and four 
days per week for summer (30 
hours). School-aged children 
ages 13 and 12, very well-

behaved. Must have car, good 
driving record. No cooking, 
cleaning required. Possible 
tutoring if interested.  Great 
opportunity for $$ and  study 
time.  Oak Hill, VA, 15 mins 

from GMU. 
Call John 202-997-5901;

e-mail: johnschilling@cox.net

Services
File your taxes online
www.1040.com/ezasap

Travel
SPRING BREAK/GRAD WEEK

retreatmyrtlebeach.com
1-800-645-3618

VISIT US AT MYSPACE.COM/
RETREATMYRTLEBEACH
$100 & UP FOR THE WEEK!

C L A S S I F I E D

Tues., April 1
Women’s tennis vs. Howard- 3 p.m.

Wed., April 2
Men’s tennis vs. Shepherd- 3 p.m. 
Softball vs. Coppin State- 3 p.m., 5
p.m. 
Women’s tennis at Towson- 3 p.m. 
Baseball at Maryland- 7 p.m. 

Thurs., April 3
Women’s track, Texas Relays- All Day

Fri., April 4
Women’s tennis vs. Robert Morris- 1
p.m. 
Men’s tennis vs. Robert Morris- 1 p.m. 
Baseball at Towson- 3 p.m. 
Men’s Volleyball at Ohio State- 7 p.m. 
Women’s Lacrosse vs. Old Dominion- 7
p.m. 
Men’s track, Florida Relays- All Day 
Men’s golf, Ironwood Pirate
Intercollegiate- All Day 
Women’s track, Texas Relays- All Day 

Sat., April 5
Softball vs. Georgia State, 12 p.m. & 2
p.m. 
Baseball at Towson- 1 p.m. 
Women’s tennis vs. Drexel, 2 p.m. 
Men’s tennis vs. Drexel, 2 p.m. 
Men’s Volleyball at Ball State- 7:30
p.m. 
Men’s track, Florida Relays- All Day 
Women’s track, Texas Relays- All Day 
Men’s golf, Ironwood Pirate
Intercollegiate- All Day 

Sun., April 6
Softball vs. Georgia State, 11 a.m. 
Women’s lacrosse at William & Mary- 
1 p.m. 
Baseball at Towson- 1 p.m. 
Men’s golf, Ironwood Pirate
Intercollegiate- All Day 
Women’s rowing, Double Duals- All
Day

Upcoming Sports Events Freshman Stacey Berlington excutes a backhand swing  during the match against Mount St. Mary’s.

Junior Daniel Schneider won his first singles match of the season against Mount St. Mary’s.
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