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Future'was the opening band for Patriots Day. The event took place in Presidents Park on Saturday, Sept. 20, and there we different games to play and prizes to win.

Students Get Together For Patriot’s Day

Program Board Hosts Day of Music and Games In the Park

FIZAH MALIK
THOMAS MCCURDY

Broadside Correspondents

On Saturday Sept. 20, George Mason University’s Program
Board hosted Patriots Day 2008 in Presidents Park for the first time.
Patriot’s Day 2008 is a fun-filled event with food, games and prizes.

Usually held on the third Thursday of September, the Special
Events Committee wanted to make it a weekend event this year.
Committee Chair Erin Baker says that they wanted to make the
event more accessible to students with a busy schedule during the

week.

“We wanted to make a Patriot’s Weekend this year so that there
could be more participation from the students,” said Baker.

“It’s a good way for everyone to get out there and meet each
other,” said freshman Elan Cameron.

This year’s Patriot’s Day theme was “A Day at the Beach.” The

five-hour event offered different student organizations on campus the
opportunity to promote their services. Christians on Campus, Pride
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Madeleine Albright and Richard Clarke speak at a town meeting
in Dewberry Hall.

Talking Foreign Policy
With Madeleine Albright

DAVID PIERCE
Staff Reporter

Former United States
Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright, spoke at a foreign poli-
cy town hall meeting Saturday,
Sept. 20,, in Dewberry Hall on
the bottom floor of the Johnson
Center. She was part of a three-
person panel that included ter-
rorism expert Richard Clarke
and Rep. Jane Harman (D.-
Calif)).

Albright, 71, introduced
herself as a life-long scholar of
national security policy, before
expressing her opinion regard-
ing the current global scene.

“T don’t think I have ever
seen the world in such a mess,
and that is a diplomatic term,”
said Albright.

Albright outlined major for-
eign policy issues that she felt
the next president has to face
once elected. She explained that
the country needs to fight terror-
ism without creating more ter-

rorists in the process, placing
blame on the Bush administra-
tion.

“Even former Secretary of
Defense Rumsfeld said we were
creating  more  terrorists,”
Albright said, adding “not every-
body who dislikes us is part of al-
Qaida.”

The former secretary of
state claimed that our nonprolif-
eration system was broken. She
said that the original agreement
was that nations with nuclear
arms should disarm, while those
who don’t have nuclear weapons
should not acquire them.

“Both sides of that bargain
have been broken,” Albright
said. She felt that the U.S. has
not disarmed, and that North
Korea has exploded a nuclear
weapon, both occurring while
President Bush has been in
office.

Restoring democracy in the
world was another issue that

See FOREIGN POLICY, A6

Alliance and Feminist Ninjas were just some of the organizations out
to encourage students to get involved.

Tables of various student activities were advertising and giving
away free prizes that included sunglasses, Frisbees, beach balls, tel-
escopes, cotton candy, hot dogs, hamburgers and energy drinks.

"It's been a pretty good day,” said senior Ryan Miller, a student
group representative. “We have had a nice steady flow of people com-
ing by."

The student organizations took turns rotating who was out to
promote their services. Each organization had one to two hours at the
event to have their table set up.

"I'm really happy with all the free food, cotton candy and energy
drinks, and with all the people that came out for this," said freshman
Taylor Reiman.

According to Baker and Co-Chair Jen Amano, the event was like
a “mini-Mason-Day.” Whether invited by the Facebook ad, flyers,
chalkings or brought in by the sound of live music, students had filled
the lawn.

The park was adorned with green and yellow balloons with foot-
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ball, Frisbee and badminton, just some of the games played by stu-
dents who took advantage of the weather. The biggest hit at the event
was the fortuneteller; students were lining up to know more about
their futures.

It’s pretty chill and I have had a lot to do,” said Freshman Corey
Perez, who arrived to the event around 1:30 p.m.

Aside from the organizations on campus, the event also had live
bands for entertainment. Different local bands came out to play for
Patriot’s Day 2008. The live bands could be heard as far as the
Aquatic Center so many students were woken up by the music play-
ing outside their bedrooms. “I heard the band from my dorm, that’s
how I decided to come out,” said freshman Bryan Runion. From 12 to
5 p.m. Presidents Park was rocked by four live bands, EarthTone,
Mudge, Free Money and Future.

The Greek Life of campus was also a part of the event. The Alpha
Omega Pi Sorority was out holding a pie-in-the-face contest.

To get involved with the Special Events Committee and help
with events on campus contact Erin Baker at ebaker2@gmu.edu.
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Safurday, Sept: 27th, 7:00 p)m.
George Mason Stadium

* FREE D .C. Umted Tickets



